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Centennial      
Elementary 

Principal’s Corner 
Welcome Back Centennial Panther Families,  
 
We are so excited to be back for a great year of both in person and eLearning! We are 
proud of the work that all students, staff, and parents are doing alongside one another to 
ensure that our Centennial Panthers are on the road to being college and career ready. We 
also want to thank all staff and families for your flexibility and teamwork as we are all on 
a unique adventure together right now. Please know that we are committed to helping and 
supporting along the way. Thank you for your support in starting the year either remotely 
or in person! 
 
We are fortunate to have amazing students, an exceptional staff, and outstanding      
parents. The dedication we see in classrooms each and every day is proof that we are    
individualizing instruction to meet your student’s needs in the classroom. Students will have 
a specialized and trained teacher for reading, math, writing, specials, science, and social 
studies. If your child is an eLearner, your child will also have live teaching from a Teacher 
each day for reading, writing, and math! We are succeeding academically, and we are lucky 
to have positive learning environments, results, and positive community involvement. Thank 
you for your ongoing support and for your votes to make us a “Best of Schools” for   
Colorado Springs! Our school was highlighted in the Gazette this summer as the “Gold Best 
of Elementary”, and it is because of the outstanding work of our outstanding students, 
amazing teachers and staff, and supportive families in our community. 
 
Summer 2020 was a busy time at Centennial! While we were not here this summer for 
learning, our school served as a beacon of hope and light for families during the pandemic! 
We were proud to serve as an emergency food distribution site for Care and Share, and we 
were also honored to serve our students breakfast and lunch over the summer. Although 
right now our world is going through a new normal, know that Centennial is here to serve 
students, staff, and families as we go on this unique adventure together. Thank you to all 
of our staff who stepped up this summer to volunteer, assist with food delivery, and also 
help with serving breakfast and lunch to our students. 
 
Please help support the Centennial Team and our mission of Achievement NOW to ensure 
these goals are met on a daily basis. We look forward to another Remote Learning     
Practice Day on September 18th. More information will come home in a few weeks about 
this, but we want you to know about it now to help with your planning. As questions come 
up, please know that we can always work together and will do everything we can to      
support students, staff, and families in our SE community! Thank you for all you do to 
support our school!  It is a GREAT year to be a Panther!  
 
Achievement NOW, 
 
Mrs. Kim Noyes, Principal       Mr. Kelly Lane, Assistant Principal  

September 2020 



 

Kindergarten News 
Welcome to Kindergarten! We are so glad that your child is here in person or through 
eLearning! August was a very busy month for us. We learned rules and procedures of 

how to behave in school and through eLearning, made new 
friends, and began our educational journey. We have been  
working on beginning reading, writing and math skills. In        
September, we will begin to start meeting in groups for reading. 
These groups are based on what each child needs to help them 
succeed. 

 

We would like to thank the McDivitt Law Firm for donating our 
school supplies this year. Our students received pencils, erasers, 
crayons, markers, folders, glue sticks as well as Kleenex, and hand 
sanitizer. Please make sure to label all your child’s belongings-
backpacks, coats, hats, lunchboxes for our in-person students, 
and please keep your materials together and in a safe bag for 
our eLearning students. Also, for our in-person students, it is 
helpful to have a change of clothes, in each backpack, in case a 
change of clothes is needed. We will make an effort to send all 
items home each day and have all activities on CANVAS daily. 
Please also encourage your child to help keep track of their items. The student      
computers will be staying at school for our in-person students to be learning and    
practicing on. We would also like to make sure you are checking folders each night and 
checking CANVAS daily. Homework will be coming home this month, on Monday’s, and to 
be turned in on Friday. Important notes and information will be communicated through 
class dojo.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us.  

The Kindergarten Team   

First Grade News 
Welcome back! We are excited to be here! 

This month in first grade we are doing a lot of review and fluency to 
gear up for the rest of the year! In Reading and Writing we are  
asking questions about the text, practicing reading words using     
letter sounds, and answering prompts using complete sentences.  

During our Math block, we are creating number bonds up with 10 and 
making sure we can put together numbers fluently. 

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or        
concerns. 

      The 1st Grade Team 



 

Second Grade News 
Welcome Back to School Second Graders!  

Second grade Math has started full force! We began reviewing addition strategies from 
last year using number bonds and quick ten drawings. E-Learners and their families 
have been working hard not only learning new second grade skills, but also learning all 
the cool programs we are using like Teams, Canvas and Classkick. Students have  
started Social Studies and Science instruction as well! We are focusing on learning about 
engineering, animals and maps.   

Second grade Reading has jumped right in with some skills that may seem like a review 
to some, but these skills are the basis of reading fluently and skillfully.  We are going 
over blending, segmenting, word building, sorting, 
and inflectional endings.  Along with that we are 
focused on the short vowel sounds of our   
vowels a, e, i, o, and u.  We focus on the short 
sounds to build that foundation and then we will 
ease into the long sound of the vowels using the 
silent e at the end. Second grade reading has also 
begun to develop the skills associated with  
reading such as asking and answering questions, 
identifying the story elements (character, setting, events), and focusing in on            
important details from the beginning, middle, and end of the story.  
 

Third Grade News 
Welcome Back to School Third Graders!  

Third grade Math has started at light speed! We began by reviewing arrays, tape       
diagrams and repeated addition strategies from last year. E-Learners and their     
families have been working hard not only learning new third grade skills, but also learning 
all of the cool programs we are using like Teams, Canvas and Classkick. Students have 
started social studies and science instruction as well! We are focusing on engineering, 
fossils and maps!  

 
 
Third grade Reading jumped right in to learning with the book 
“Thank You, Mr. Falker” by Patricia Polacco.  We spent time  
examining new practices and ways to respond in Reading and 
Writing with the Wit and Wisdom Curriculum.  We have begun 
our first full module on “The Sea” and are diving right in. The 
students will learn about how and why people explore the sea 
and will spend some time investigating ocean animals like 
squids and sharks along with the world famous Jacques 
Cousteau. Ask them what they are learning and you’ll be 
amazed.  
 



 

Fourth Grade News 
Welcome 4th grade families and students!  Whether you are learning in-person or     
virtually, we are so excited for the 2020-21 school year!  In-person students and 
staff are implementing safety precautions and procedures as they focus on       
learning.  E-Learner students are getting around on various websites that they are  
using.  All students are familiarizing themselves with 4th grade expectations and getting 
to know each other.  

We are getting into the swing of Reading and Writing       
routines.  We will be comparing literal and figurative      
meanings in texts, as well as comparing expository and    
narrative types of writing.  Students have done a wonderful 
job supporting their thinking with examples from the story 
that they are reading.  

In-Person Math has officially taken their first leap in doing assignments online! We are 
also starting Module 1 within Eureka Math which is Place Value, Rounding, and             
Algorithms. 

We will also start on a journey of learning about Colorado       
regions within the upcoming weeks. Students will be able to 
view the different types of regions as well as different types 
of maps through handouts as well as on their computers 
within Canvas.  It’s going to be a fantastic year!   

 

 

Fifth Grade News 
Welcome all new and returning families! Students are 
doing a great job of become familiar with our daily 
routines, expectations and the new technology. 
Thank you to everyone for accepting the invite to 
our 5th Grade Classroom Dojo page. We will continue 
to use that platform to make announcements. 

In math we completed Module 0 (review unit) and have started Module 1: Place Value 
and Decimal Fractions. In this unit, student’s understanding of the patterns in the base 
ten system are extended from Grade 4’s work with place value to include decimals to 
the thousandths place. In Grade 5, students deepen their knowledge through a more 
generalized understanding of the relationships between and among adjacent places on 
the place value chart, e.g., 1 tenth times any digit on the place value chart moves the 
digit one place value to the right (5.NBT.1). Toward the module’s end, students apply 
these new understandings as they reason about and perform decimal operations 
through the hundredths place.         
          Continued on next page 



 

Fifth Grade News (continued) 
Fifth grade writing is off to a great start with the Wit and Wisdom curriculum. This 

quarter your students will examine a variety of informational 
texts designed to build foundational knowledge about U.S 
westward expansion. During this time, students will also read 
the historical novel “Thunder Rolling in the Mountains” by      
Newbery medalist Scott O’dell. Throughout this quarter,    
students will explain how examples of history are intertwined 
in the historical novel. In supporting their thinking, students 
will be expected to justify and explain their thinking using          
evidence from the text.  

 
In Person Teachers:         ELearning Teachers:  
Ms. Lindsey (Math) elindsey@hsd2.org           Ms. Wind (Math) jwind@hsd2.org  
Ms. Miron (ELA) jmiron@hsd2.org                  Mrs. McDonald (ELA) kmcdonald@hsd2.org  
 

Special Education News - “Can Do Corner” 
We are back to school! Whether you are in person with us or an eLearner, we are       
excited to be back in business! We are working hard each day in Reading, Math and several 
other subjects. In Reading we are increasing our fluency. We are also brushing up on our 
comprehension skills. In Math we are adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing. We are 
meeting the students where they are academically and social emotionally as we have 
been through a lot since last March. We have exciting news in the “Can Do Corner!” We 
have welcomed Leigh Ann Merchant and Allie Webber to our team! This year has been and 
will continue to be an exciting learning adventure and we are glad that you are along for 
the ride!  
  Ann Ansardi 579-2825    Vinessa Lopez 579-2863 

  Joel Karr 579-2835    Ryan Sebastian 579-2824 

  Leigh Ann Merchant 579-2845  Allie Webber 538-1380 



 

Media Center News (Library) 
Welcome back to a new and adventurous year in the Centennial Media Center. Due to 
Covid-19 safety precautions and guidelines, students are not able to check-out books 
from the Library. Here is a peek of what we will be learning in the upcoming weeks. 
  

 Kindergarten and first grade students will be watching a variety of different 
stories and lessons through online resources.  

 Second and third grade students will be taking “virtual field trips” to different 
zoos around the world and writing about their experiences. 

 Fourth and fifth grade students will be working on how to research               
information online, then presenting their findings using Microsoft Word.  

 
Please check your home for Centennial Library books from the previous school year. 
Because of the sudden school closure, many students had books checked out at the 
time and were unable to return them to the Library. Thank you for your support! 
 

Art News 
Kdg Unit 1 is all about color, line & shape. We will be talking 
about,  tracing, drawing, and coloring Colors Lines and Shapes! 
1st grade Unit 1 is about What makes art? We are starting with       
reviewing lines then we will move on to making our own art with lines. 
2nd grade Unit 1 is, A Closer Look at Still Life. We began by comparing abstract and      
realistic art and soon we will be making our own! 
3rd grade Unit 1 is Art Tells a Story. We are talking about abstract fruit this week. What 
story does a square watermelon tell? 
4th grade Unit 1 is Deconstruction Art: Landscapes. A landscape needs to have 4          
different things to be a landscape. Ask your 4th grader what they are! 
5th grade Unit 1 is Personal Choices and Creation. We are beginning by reviewing colors and 
what colors work well together and why. 
 

Physical Education News 
In PE students are reviewing how to participate safely, encourage others and show 
sportsmanship.  
 

Music News 
Kindergarten students are learning how to move to music and use our voice 
in different ways. 
1st/2nd Graders are learning more about rhythms and steady beats. How to 
perform them and different instruments we can use. 
3rd Graders are figuring out how to move in different meters and             
understanding various feelings of music. 
4th/5th Graders are learning about meter and the different ways music is 
written. Each way creating a different environment of sound. 



 

SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

Sun 
 

Mon 
A 

Tue 
B 

Wed 
C 

Thu 
D 
Fri 

 
Sat 

  1                2                3 4                5 

6 7 

NO SCHOOL 
Labor Day 
 

8 

We WILL 
have school 
on this day. 

9 10 11 12 

13 14 

Late Start 
9:50AM 

15 16 17 18             
Remote  
Learning    
Practice Day 
at Home 

19 

20 21 

Late Start 
9:50AM 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 

Late Start 
9:50AM 

29 30    

Specials Day:



September 2020 District Corner News 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year in Harrison School District Two (HSD2).  We offer many opportunities for 
you to be informed about the direction of our school district and hope you will take advantage of each one. Be in 
the know!! 

• Provide your child’s school with your current email and mobile phone number – allowing you to receive 
emergency and inclement weather updates or updates to schedules due to the Pandemic 

• Follow us on social media – Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Vimeo  

• Download our District app for free from the App Store or Google Play 

• Check our district website regularly  

• Watch Board of Education meetings monthly via the District’s Facebook page and website 
 

Join us for the CommUNITY Food Pantry Mobile Distribution on September 11th at 4pm until the food runs out. 
Everyone is welcome! 3219 S. Academy Blvd.  
 
Remember the next Remote Learning Practice Day is Friday, September 18th. Look for information from your child’s 
school.  
 

 

Septiembre de 2020 Noticias de District Corner 

Bienvenidos al año escolar 2020-2021 en el Distrito Escolar Dos de Harrison (HSD2). Ofrecemos muchas 
oportunidades para que se informe sobre la dirección de nuestro distrito escolar y esperamos que aproveche cada 
una. ¡¡Estar en el saber!!  
 

• Proporcione a la escuela de su hijo su correo electrónico y número de teléfono móvil actuales, lo que le 
permitirá recibir actualizaciones de emergencias y condiciones meteorológicas adversas o 
actualizaciones de los horarios debido a la pandemia 

• Síganos en las redes sociales: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram y Vimeo 
• Descargue nuestra aplicación del Distrito de forma gratuita desde la App Store o Google Play 

• Visite nuestro sitio web con regularidad en www.hsd2.org 
• Vea las reuniones de la Junta de Educación mensualmente a través de la página de Facebook y el sitio 

web del Distrito.  
 
Únase a nosotros para la distribución móvil de CommUNITY Food Pantry el 11 de septiembre a las 4 pm hasta que 
se acabe la comida. ¡Todos son bienvenidos! 3219 S. Academy Blvd. 
 
Recuerde que el próximo Día de práctica de aprendizaje remoto es el viernes 18 de septiembre. Busque 
información de la escuela de su hijo. 

Harrison School District Two 
Character Through Diversity, Challenge & Accomplishment 

https://www.hsd2.org/hsd2

